2	Introductory.
hand, Prussia was thoroughly German ; if a large portion
of her territory was originally Sclavonic, it had been
thoroughly Germanised before the time of Frederick.
Her victories first awakened within the German people a
yearning for national existence, while her successful re-
sistance to the foreign enemies that Austria arrayed
against her marked her out as its fitting leader. The
Seven Years' War may therefore be looked upon as the
first act of the drama that was played out at Sadowa and
Sedan.
It must not be supposed that Frederick had any
visions of an united Germany such as now exists, or that
he ever consciously aimed at anything of the kind. The
chief if not the sole object of his policy, like that of every
Hohenzollern before and after him, was the aggrandise-
ment of his own kingdom, and for Germany outside
Prussia he cared very little. If on various occasions he
appeared as the champion of the smaller German states,
that was simply because he desired to limit the influence
of Austria in Germany, and to check her encroachments.
But it so happened from the nature of the case that the
carrying out of his policy necessarily conduced to the
future welfare, or at any rate to the independence, of
Germany. The aggrandisement of Prussia, whether in
territory or influence, could in the main only be effected
at the expense of Austria, and what Prussia gained at
Austria's expense Germany gained too. Therefore,
though Frederick's aims were selfish, he was none the
less working for Germany as well as for Prussia, and it
would have been a calamity for Germany, and for Europe
too, if he had been compelled to succumb to the coalition
which the not unreasonable jealousy of Austria directed
against him.
True it is that German unity has not been accom-
plished in a way or with results altogether satisfactory to

